PRESCHOOL

Knowing the great importance of the early years of a child’s life, the Hellenic American Academy has included in its program a preschool.  The preschool is not all play.  It is a carefully planned program with a series of experiences designed to develop the skills and attitudes your youngster will need throughout life.  These experiences can set the tone of your child’s school life.  When home and school work together, preschool programs provide a learning laboratory for future school experiences.
Parents, enjoy this wonderful time with your child, for it is a unique experience.  Treasure every moment, because it does not come twice.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The primary goal of the preschool program at the Hellenic American Academy is to provide a solid foundation for our children’s future academic development as well as to introduce our children to the Greek language, culture, heritage and to the Greek Orthodox faith.

We believe that each child is unique and special.  That is why our program is designed to stimulate and foster the individual strengths and abilities of each and every child to their fullest potential.

In order to apply these principles, we have arranged our program as follows:
1.
Preschool young three years old on or before September 16th - December 31st
2.
Preschool three years old on or before September 15th
2.
Pre-Kindergarten four years old on or before September 15th
All students who enter preschool must be fully potty trained and use the toilet independently!
The child’s daily activities are based on the following objectives:

A.
Development of work habits (i.e. Follows directions)
B.
Physical Development (i.e. Learn to use large and small muscles)
C.
Social and Emotional Development (i.e. Listen when others are speaking)
D.
Language Development (i.e. Learns to use language to communicate with others)
E.
Cognitive Development (i.e. Tells first and last name)
F.
Personal Development-Health Habits (i.e. Uses spoon and a fork)
CURRICULUM

To meet the above goals and to help for future success in school and life, we offer a progressive developmental curriculum.  Our philosophy of education is based on caring humanistic values and helping our children develop and understand their identity and Greek Orthodox faith. 
We believe that young children learn through play and should have opportunities to discover and explore on their own and with other children.  That is why we plan a wide variety of creative hands on individual and group activities each day to meet the children’s interest and needs.
Our preschool provides a supportive and a well-balanced curriculum.  Both these factors will contribute to a child’s growth and development physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually.  
We schedule field trips to age-appropriate places in the community such as, fire stations, police stations, children’s museums, and children’s theater, etc.  
We also schedule special activities and special visitors at the school such as puppet shows, health presentations by physicians, dentist and nurses, “Officer Friendly” and much more.  
Special events are also scheduled.  These include monthly celebrations of the children’s birthdays, Halloween parties, Kalanda singing, cutting of the Vasilopita and three beautiful performances given by the children for Christmas, Greek Independence Day, as well as the end of the school year.

LOOK WHAT WE CAN DO

1.
Getting to know you

2.
Safety

3.
Fall-Apples

4.
The “OXI” Day

5.
Halloween

6.
Nutrition

7.
Thanksgiving

8.
Bears-Winter

9.
Christmas

10.
Dinosaurs

11.
Greek Letter

12.
Space

13.
Valentine’s Day

14.
Family

15.
Greek Independence

16.
Ocean

17.
Spring

18.
Easter

19.
Mother’s Day

20.
Bugs

Learning Centers

1.
Art and Construction Center

2.
Language Center (Reading and Writing Center)

3.
Housekeeping Center (Role Playing Center)

4.
Block Center

5.
Manipulative Center

6.
Large Motor Center (Active Play)

7.
Music Center

8.
Math and Science Center

Daily Schedule
8:35-9:40 – free play, morning activity

9:40-10:00 – circle time

10:00-10:20 – groups

10:20 – 10:40 – group switch

10:45 – 11:15 – Lunch

11:15 – 11:45 – open & quiet reading

11:45 – 12:15 – English & Greek Story time

12:45 – 1:00 – dismissal

1:00 – 1:30 – quit time / rest

1:30 – 1:45 – snack time

1:45 – 2:15 – recess / free play

2:15 – 2:45 – project

2:45 – 3:00 -= dismissal 

