Hellenic American Academy

Socrates Hellenic School

GUIDELINES AND EXPECTATIONS

Good conduct is one of the principal factors for the successful function of a good school.  The cooperation of the parents with the school is considered necessary to assure a school environment that fosters learning.

In our school, the administration and faculty strive to assure that each student is given the opportunity to achieve their full academic potential.  Students will not, therefore, be allowed to deprive themselves or others of the opportunity to learn in a safe and orderly environment that is conducive to learning.

We trust that parents will provide the required cooperation by reading the following regulations together with their children and by helping them to understand and assume the student responsibilities.

CLASSROOM  EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to: 

1. arrive on time and to keep absences to a minimum

2. bring necessary materials (book, notebook, homework)

3. display a positive, cooperative attitude which fosters learning

By respecting the above rules a positive classroom environment is created for everyone.

Students should enter their classroom with the materials required for class and with their homework completed.   A student who arrives unprepared on a regular basis will have a difficult time participating and feeling successful in class.  

We expect our students to be respectful of one another and of their teachers. All students should feel comfortable participating in class and not fear derogatory comments from other students. Student behavior should not be disruptive to the teaching and learning process.

Cellular phones, iPods and all electronic games are disruptive and hence, are strictly prohibited.  Should such a device be found in operation on school property, it will be confiscated by the teacher and delivered to the principal’s office where it can only be retrieved by a parent.  

If a student is consistently unable to meet the above three requirements, a meeting with the parents, student, teacher and the principal will be requested.  The goal of the meeting will be to bring about positive change in attitude and/or work habits.  If after a specified probationary period there is still no improvement, the student will be dismissed from the school.  

ATTENDANCE

The school relies on the parents or guardians to have the child at school regularly and punctually except in extreme cases (illness, disability, etc.).

Families are asked to keep absences to a minimum since they are disruptive to the student’s progress as well as that of the class.  Learning a language is a building process and a student is bound to face difficulties if absences are frequent.  In the case of a problem (health or otherwise), please communicate with the teacher or principal.

· In the case of excused absences (illness/disability), all the required homework and assignments must be completed and turned-in.  The school personnel will then determine if the student has mastered the material to be promoted to the next level or to graduate.
· In the case of unexcused absences, the following grading policy will apply:

Two (2) unexcused absences in any one marking period will result in the student’s grade being dropped one level (e.g. an A will drop to a B).  Four (4) unexcused absences will result in the student’s grade being dropped two levels (e.g. an A will drop to a C).  Six (6) unexcused absences will result in a failing grade for the period.  (Note: There are three grading periods in the school year).
· In the case of fifteen (15) or more excused or unexcused absences for the year, the student will not be eligible for promotion or graduation.

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL

The school instructional hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (The first bell will ring at 8:55 followed by the second bell at 9:00).  
Late arrivals are to be avoided because they disrupt the learning process and hinder the class concentration.  Should a student arrive late (after 9:00), he or she must go to the principal’s office before being allowed to enter the classroom.
Parents and students who drive should be aware of the safety of all children when driving in the vicinity of the school.  Please follow the posted signs that will direct you to the appropriate student drop-off and pick-up lanes.  Please drive slowly and carefully.  Please note that parking is only permitted at the east end of the parking lot.
CLOSED CAMPUS POLICY

In order to insure the safety of all students and staff, the school has a closed campus policy.  Once class has begun, no student may leave the school grounds at any time prior to regular dismissal, unless the school office is notified by a parent or guardian, in writing. Any student who violates this policy will have his or her parents notified, and will be expelled.

COMMUNICATION WITH SCHOOL STAFF

Parents are welcome to visit the campus.  For the security of our children and in respect for the teachers’ instructional responsibilities, please do not enter the classroom or disrupt a class in session in any way.  Regular conferences with the teachers are held in December and in March.  If you feel an additional conference is needed or if you have a concern which requires discussion, please arrange a time to meet with the classroom teacher.  Discussions regarding individual student progress should not be addressed as children are being dropped off, as class must begin promptly.

VISITORS ON CAMPUS
All visitors must enter and leave the building through the main entrance and report to the school office, where a visitor’s pass will be issued. 
Please print student’s name _______________________________

I have carefully read and understand the above Guidelines and Expectations, including the sections on classroom expectations, attendance, arrival & dismissal procedures, and the closed campus policy.
I agree to abide by the above guidelines.
Student(s) Signature(s)
__________________________________________

                                  
__________________________________________

                                  
__________________________________________

                                  
__________________________________________

Parent’s Signature    __________________________________________

Date __________________________
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